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CLE FOR BEGINNERS:  FAQS1 
 

 
I. OVERVIEW 
 

A. Supreme Court Rules pertaining to CLE can be found on the Kentucky Bar 
Association (KBA) website. They begin at SCR 3.600 and go through SCR 3.695. 

 
B. The annual requirement for Kentucky attorneys is 12 total credits, of which at least 2 

must be ethics. SCR 3.645(1). 
 
C. The educational year runs from July 1st to the following June 30th. SCR 3.645(1). 
 
D. The deadline to complete attendance is June 30th. SCR 3.645(1). 
 
E. The deadline to report attendance for credits earned by June 30th is the following 

August 10th. Therefore, the reporting deadline for the July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026 
educational year is August 10, 2026. Any attendance reports received after August 
10th must be accompanied by a $50 late fee per certificate. Credits earned during 
this time period cannot be reported after June 30, 2027, even with the late fee. SCR 
3.645(2). 

 
F. Members may carry forward up to 2 years’ worth of CLE credits (24 total credits, of 

which 4 may be ethics). SCR 3.645(3). 
 
G. Kentucky is on a 60-minute hour (note that some states measure credit "hours" in 50-

minute increments). Kentucky also rounds to the nearest quarter-hour. SCR 
3.645(2)(a).  

 
H. All CLE attendance credits earned should be submitted through the CLE Member 

Portal accessible on your dashboard or at https://kybar.org/CLE.  
 
I. Up to 12 credits per educational year may be earned by preparing materials for or 

teaching/presenting at an accredited CLE program. These credits should also be 
reported through the KBA website CLE Member Portal. SCR 3.655(2)(b) & (c).  

  
J. There is no limit on how many credits you may earn through on-demand 

programming.  
 
K. Members may apply for up to 2 credits for approved public speaking or public service 

activities related to the practice of law each educational year. SCR 3.655(2)(f). 
 
L. Members may apply for up to 6 credits per educational year for qualified legal writing.  

SCR 3.655(2)(e).  
 

 
1 Revised June 2026. 
 

https://kybar.org/CLE/CLE-Supreme-Court-Rules
https://kybar.org/CLE/CLE-Supreme-Court-Rules
https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Browse/Home/Kentucky/KentuckyCourtRules/KentuckyStatutesCourtRules?guid=NA7C7E490A79211DAAB1DC31F8EB14563&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&bhcp=1
https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/N917A9200793A11E3BB42B703D5CC6141?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)&bhcp=1
https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/N917A9200793A11E3BB42B703D5CC6141?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)&bhcp=1
https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/N917A9200793A11E3BB42B703D5CC6141?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)&bhcp=1
https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/N917A9200793A11E3BB42B703D5CC6141?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)&bhcp=1
https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/N917A9200793A11E3BB42B703D5CC6141?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)&bhcp=1
https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/N917A9200793A11E3BB42B703D5CC6141?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)&bhcp=1
https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/N917A9200793A11E3BB42B703D5CC6141?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)&bhcp=1
https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/N917A9200793A11E3BB42B703D5CC6141?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)&bhcp=1
https://kybar.org/CLE
https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/N9170A6F0793A11E3A18DDE991A8658AB?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/N9170A6F0793A11E3A18DDE991A8658AB?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/N9170A6F0793A11E3A18DDE991A8658AB?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)


2 
 

M. Members and sponsors of programs may apply for accreditation of a program to see 
if it qualifies as CLE. The application for program accreditation is electronic through 
the KBA website. SCR 3.660(1). 

 
Required attachments/information for applications for accreditation:  
 
1. Bios of speakers/presenters; 
 
2. Time-specific agenda or outline;  
 
3. Short description of the written materials made available to attendees at or 

before the time of the program; and 
 
4. Payment of the required fee (varies for program sponsors (see website and 

Rule) but is always $20 for members). 
 
N. Exemptions from the Annual Mandatory Requirement 

 
1. Temporary Hardship Exemption. SCR 3.665(2)(b). 

 
An attorney may be granted a temporary hardship exemption for one 
educational year based upon an application showing "undue hardship by 
reason of disability, sickness, or other clearly mitigating circumstances." 
Typically, this exemption is granted based upon medically-related factors 
(suffered by the applicant or applicant's family member) and supporting 
documentation is required. All exemptions and extensions may be applied for 
through the KBA website CLE Member Portal, https://kybar.org/CLE. 

 
2. Permanent Hardship Exemption. SCR 3.665(2)(b). 

 
Grounds are the same as above, but the disability is permanent in nature 
(almost exclusively medically-related), and the exemption is carried forward 
until removed. Documentation is required.   

 
3. Non-Practice Exemption. SCR 3.665(2)(a). 

 
Available to those who do not practice law in Kentucky.  

 
4. Judicial Exemption. SCR 3.665(1(a) & (b).  

 
Available to Kentucky and federal judges, as well as Kentucky and federal 
administrative law judges. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/N20237800B59611ECA107EAF478A90963?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/N89FE6FB0A91D11DA8F5EE32367A250AE?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://kybar.org/CLE
https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/N89FE6FB0A91D11DA8F5EE32367A250AE?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/N89FE6FB0A91D11DA8F5EE32367A250AE?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/N89FE6FB0A91D11DA8F5EE32367A250AE?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
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O. Extensions of Time to the Annual Requirement 
 

1. Hardship Time Extension. SCR 3.670(1). 
 

Granted to members who can show "hardship or other good cause clearly 
warranting relief." Documentation is required. Again, it is usually medically-
related. 

 
2. Non-Hardship Time Extension.  SCR 3.670(2). 

 
Available if members cannot show the good cause required to qualify for a 
Hardship Extension. The fee for obtaining this extension is $250 for complete 
applications received by August 15th following the end of the educational 
year; $350 for complete applications received by September 15th following 
the end of the educational year; and $500 for complete applications received 
by October 15th following the end of the educational year. No applications 
for extensions will be accepted after October 15th following the end of the 
educational year for which the extension is sought.   
 

P. Where to Find Information about CLE Programming 
 

1. KBA website, https://kybar.org/CLE.  
 
2. Bench & Bar Magazine. 
 
3. KBA eNews and CLE Newsletter emailed to all members monthly. 
 
4. Contact regional/local law schools and bar associations to determine if they 

are sponsoring any upcoming programming. 
 
5. Many sponsors offer on-demand program subscriptions. 

 
Q.  You can check your CLE record online at the KBA website. Please select the "CLE 

Member Portal" option from your dashboard or on the CLE main page. 
 
R. Important KBA CLE Events 

 
1. The KBA Annual Convention is held in May or June each year. Information 

regarding Annual Convention can be found on the KBA website. This year’s 
program will be held on June 11 & 12, 2026, at the Northern Kentucky 
Convention Center in Covington. 

 
2. The Kentucky Law Update program series is offered each fall in part as a live 

program in each Supreme Court District throughout the Commonwealth and 
in part as a pre-recorded, on demand program. The KBA will post registration 
information for the program online in July. Information will also be provided 
in the Bench & Bar Magazine, the KBA eNews, and the CLE newsletter. 

 

https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/N8E3A92C0A91D11DA8F5EE32367A250AE?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/N8E3A92C0A91D11DA8F5EE32367A250AE?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://kybar.org/CLE
https://digitaledition.pub/wc/kentucky-bar-association/bench-and-bar/
https://kybar.org/CLE
https://kybar.org/CLE
https://digitaledition.pub/wc/kentucky-bar-association/bench-and-bar/
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3. The KBA holds a Learn & Earn virtual lunchtime series on the second Tuesday 
of each month at noon ET. This series features exciting speakers and topics 
that you won’t want to miss. If you miss a live event, you can purchase 
previously recorded programs. Upcoming speaker lineups can be found in 
the KBA eNews and the CLE newsletter. 

 
II. EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EARNING CLE 
 

Now that you are a member of the KBA, one of the most important requirements you must 
meet each year is completing Continuing Legal Education (CLE) credits. SCR 3.645 requires 
that all members of the KBA complete a minimum of 12 CLE credit hours, including 2 ethics 
hours, each educational year. Sometimes there is confusion regarding the 2 ethics hours that 
are required. They are not additional hours above the 12 hour requirement; they are included 
in the 12 hour total. The educational year for Kentucky begins July 1st and ends the following 
June 30th. It is within this time that you are required to earn your mandatory minimum annual 
CLE hours. 
 
A. KBA CLE Department 

 
The CLE office is staffed Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. (ET) to 
answer questions you may have. One of the most valuable references you can utilize 
is the KBA website, https://kybar.org/CLE. You can check your CLE record, report 
credits, apply for accreditation of programs, register for KBA CLE programs, or take 
online CLE programs through the website.  

   
B. Reporting Continuing Legal Education Credits 

 
1. Certification of attendance. 

 
In order to receive credit for attending the programs you complete, you must 
submit your credits through your online CLE Member Portal accessible 
through the KBA website. 
 

2. Accreditation of programs. 
 

You may only receive credit for completing programs that are accredited by 
the KBA and have been assigned an Activity Number. If a program you have 
attended or wish to attend has not been accredited by the KBA, there is an 
easy process you can follow to submit the program for accreditation through 
the KBA website CLE Portal. The application requires: (1) a time-specific 
agenda, including topics presented; (2) a brief description of written 
materials provided to attendees at or before the time of the program; (3) brief 
speaker bios; and (4) a non-refundable application fee of $20. 

 
3. Members completing or participating in an approved activity will be granted 

one credit for each 60 minutes of actual instruction time.   
 
  

https://www.kybar.org/page/learnearn
https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/N917A9200793A11E3BB42B703D5CC6141?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://kybar.org/CLE
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4. Time limitations. 
 

Certification of a CLE program should be submitted to the CLE Department 
upon completion of a CLE activity at any time during the educational year (July 
1st - June 30th). The last date to submit CLE certifications without a penalty 
is August 10th immediately following the educational year in which the 
activities were completed. After August 10th, credits for the immediately 
preceding year may still be submitted with a $50 per program late reporting 
fee. No credits for programs older than the current and immediately 
preceding educational year will be accepted. 

 
C. Ways to Earn Your CLE 

 
Listed below are some of the most popular methods of completing CLE. For a 
complete list of qualifying Continuing Legal Education activities, please refer to SCR 
3.650.   

 
1. Attend a live CLE program. 

 
There are many CLE providers who regularly provide opportunities for 
attorneys to earn their educational hours.   
 
As a new member of the KBA, you may not be aware of the CLE program that 
is offered by the KBA each fall at no cost to its members. The Kentucky Law 
Update is held each year at various locations throughout the 
Commonwealth. There is at least one program offered in each of the seven 
Supreme Court Districts. The live Kentucky Law Update is a one-day program 
and will provide six to eight hours of CLE programming. There is no 
registration fee for members of the KBA in good standing. Kentucky is one of 
a few MCLE states to provide CLE free of charge to its members in good 
standing.   

 
2. On-demand CLE. 

 
You also can earn all the required 12 CLE hours each educational year by 
completing online, pre-recorded CLE available on-demand.  Completing CLE 
online offers certain benefits in addition to convenience, such as finding 
courses in practice areas of your choice, access to nationally acclaimed 
speakers and programs, and 24-hour availability. The KBA offers several 
programs available for viewing through the KBA website, including the 
remaining hours of the Kentucky Law Update, which is available from 
September 1st to December 31st each year. In addition to the on-demand 
programs the KBA offers, there are links available to other online providers 
that can be accessed from this site.  

 
  

https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/N83B71350A91D11DA8F5EE32367A250AE?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/N83B71350A91D11DA8F5EE32367A250AE?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
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3. Public speaking/service activity. 
 

The KBA promotes community interaction with the legal profession by 
awarding a maximum of two CLE credit hours for preparation and 
participation in public speaking activities related to the practice of law and 
law related matters. Methods of public speaking eligible for these credits 
include teaching or participating as a panel member, mock trial coach, 
seminar leader for law-related education activities, or for public service 
speeches to civic organizations and school groups on legal subjects.  
Members may not be compensated for these activities and are required to 
submit a copy of the materials presented at the event. This is a positive way 
to give back to your local community and earn CLE credits at the same time. 

 
4. Teaching a CLE program. 

 
Teaching/presenting accredited CLE programs is another way to earn credits 
toward your annual requirement. If you serve as a panel member or a seminar 
leader for an accredited activity, you can earn one credit for each two hours 
spent in preparation, up to a maximum of 12 credits per educational year. You 
will also qualify for credits for your actual presentation time. The best way to 
become involved in teaching and presenting at CLE seminars is to volunteer. 
Each year, the KBA recruits many volunteers to assist with CLE programming. 
You may also try contacting your local bar or joining a KBA section or specialty 
organization that regularly provides CLE programming.   
 

5. Legal writing. 
 

Members may earn CLE credits for publication of a legal writing up to a 
maximum of six credits per year. A legal writing is a publication which 
contributes to the legal competency of the applicant or other attorneys or 
judges and is approved by the CLE Commission. Writing for which the author 
is paid cannot be approved. One credit is granted for each two hours of actual 
preparation time including research, writing, and editing.   

 
6. Audio recordings. 

 
Members can obtain CLE credits by listening to accredited digital audio 
recordings. Several providers supply recordings in a variety of formats for 
purchase or for a minimal rental fee.  

 
7. Teleseminars. 

 
Accredited CLE teleseminars occur by telephone conference at scheduled 
times. Participants register in advance and are given a telephone number to 
call at the scheduled time. The KBA offers numerous CLE teleseminar 
programs through the website.     
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8. Webcasts or simulcast programs. 
 

Live webcast (both audio and video) and simulcast programs are other means 
of completing the mandatory CLE requirement.       

 
D. Regulation of Continuing Legal Education Compliance 

 
1. Deadlines and reminders. 

 
In order to assist members in tracking their yearly CLE attendance, courtesy 
reminders are sent to all members who have not yet completed the annual 
educational requirement. These courtesy reminders are emailed each spring 
prior to the end of the educational year as a service to KBA members. A 
second courtesy reminder is emailed each July, again, to those members who 
have not yet met their annual CLE requirement.  While the deadline for timely 
completion of CLE is June 30th, members have until August 10th following 
the end of the educational year in which to report attendance that was timely 
completed. Please mark emails with the kybar.org domain as safe so you do 
not miss important reminders and notifications from the Kentucky Bar 
Association.  

 
2. CLE records.   

 
Members may access their CLE record at any time via the CLE Member Portal, 
which is accessible on the member dashboard or at https://kybar.org/CLE. 
This gives each member the opportunity to review his/her record. Please 
notify the KBA CLE Department if you notice any mistakes or discrepancies in 
your record. Also, if you have completed programs that are not on your 
record, you can report them at that time. 

 
3. Non-compliance. 

 
Non-compliance with the CLE requirement is grounds for suspension from 
the practice of law in Kentucky (SCR 3.675), and KBA members are 
suspended each year for this reason. Please do not ignore any 
communication that you receive from the KBA. If you find that you are unable 
to complete the minimum annual educational requirement, there are several 
options available. Extensions and exemptions that may be available to you 
are detailed previously in these materials and on the KBA website. 

 
A REMINDER: Any change of address or email address must be reported to the KBA. The KBA must 
have a current record of your physical address and email address where you wish to receive your 
KBA correspondence, and it is your responsibility to keep the association informed. SCR 3.035 
includes the provision that a member shall upon a change of address notify the KBA Director within 
10 days of the new address. Member profiles may be edited through the KBA website. 
   
 

https://kybar.org/CLE
https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/N8EE74D80A91D11DA8F5EE32367A250AE?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/N031E132028F311EDAAFBCB7C9C87EFD9?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
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GREAT PLACE TO START MENTOR PROGRAM: 
RESOURCE CENTER FOR NEW LAWYERS1 

 
  
I. BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTION 

 
It is generally accepted that there is a need for efforts to be made to ease the transition from 
the study of the law to its practice, thereby promoting professionalism and competence in 
new attorneys and increasing client satisfaction and confidence in newly licensed lawyers. 
In the past, as was the case in many professions and trades, an apprentice-type relationship 
would be utilized to train new attorneys and provide them with the lessons and knowledge 
hard learned by those who had gone before them in their chosen profession. This is still often 
the method of training utilized by law firms. However, opportunities for mentorship do not 
arise as naturally as in past years. More attorneys are establishing solo practices or even 
working in virtual settings, thus handicapping their ability to learn from more experienced 
attorneys. In addition, the growth in the legal profession and the specialized nature of law 
practice today can make it more challenging to introduce new attorneys to the legal 
community and guide them through the transition to law practice. 
 
Several years ago, the KBA implemented a pilot mentorship program, which has undergone 
several iterations over the years as more knowledge was gained on the effectiveness of 
voluntary programs and the need for access to multiple mentors. What has developed is a 
modern, effective information and advisory hub for Kentucky’s new lawyers, administered by 
KBA staff. The website is called Great Place to Start Resource Center for New Attorneys in 
Kentucky, or "KBA GPS”.   

  
II. OVERVIEW  

A.  Main Page 
 
The main page for the GPS site provides a description of the resources and services 
available through the site. The site is also searchable. Many of the resources offered 
through the site are links and information you may find elsewhere. The benefit of the 
GPS site is that these useful resources and links may all be accessed through one 
central location, thus making the site a "Great Place to Start" when you are looking 
for information and assistance. 

  
B. Services 
 
 The services offered through the site are the "Lawyer to Lawyer" service and the "Find 

a Mentor" service. In order to utilize these services, you need to create an account by 
completing the online registration form, including your name and email address. 
Once completed, the form is submitted to CLE staff, who will verify that you are a KBA 
member and have been a member for five years or less. Staff will then send a 
response email verifying your login name and password, or an email notifying you that 
you do not qualify or that more information is needed to process the request. KBA 

 
1 Updated January 2026. 

https://kybar.org/For-Members/Member-Services/Mentor-Program-GPS
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member attorneys of five years or more will be asked to contact the Director for CLE 
and request an exception to utilize the service. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 1.  Lawyer to Lawyer. 
   
 The Lawyer to Lawyer service is a means by which you will be able to call or 

email properly vetted, volunteer "Attorney Advisors" to seek advice or 
guidance in the practice of law in Kentucky. This list is comprised of 
volunteers who have been practicing attorneys in Kentucky for at least five 
years and are willing to serve in this capacity. The volunteer attorneys 
complete an online form which includes areas of interest and practice as well 
as practice location. All volunteer forms are reviewed to ensure that the 
attorney is in good standing with the KBA and does not have pending 
disciplinary issues. The main list of available volunteer attorneys is available 
as a sortable list by name and Supreme Court District.  
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2.  Find a Mentor. 
 

 The Find a Mentor service allows you to choose a mentor from a pool of 
properly vetted Kentucky attorneys with at least five years of experience, who 
have volunteered to go beyond answering a few email and telephone 
inquiries. Volunteer mentors are willing to meet with and advise you on an on-
going basis if requested to do so. The scope and duration of this 
mentor/mentee association will be entirely flexible and determined by the 
needs and requests of the mentees. Recruitment of mentors is undertaken in 
the same manner as solicitations for Attorney Advisors. The main list of 
mentors is available as a sortable list by name and Supreme Court District.  
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C. Additional Information and Resources 

 
 The KBA website provides shortcuts to other helpful resources. These include helpful 

links to Ethics Opinions, Unauthorized Practice Opinions, Kentucky and Supreme 
Court Rules, mental health assistance, practice management information, and 
much more.   

 
 There are separate links for Kentucky Court Rules, which provide useful information 

regarding the District and Circuit Courts, the Court of Appeals, and the Supreme 
Court. There is also a link to the AOC website and forms. These online resources are 
available to the public without having to become a registered user.   
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D. Contact and Other Information 

 Information is continually added and updated on the KBA website. If you have a 
suggestion for content, a question about current listings, or a general comment, feel 
free to contact the KBA staff listed under the “About Us” tab. They will be happy to 
assist or find the answers you seek.   
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